Dear Sirs, We read with great interest the online first article in Journal of Gastrointestinal Surgery by Fisichella et al.
A hand port allows surgeons to recover the tactile sensation. The hands of surgeons can work as a retractor, which facilitate the mobilization of spleen. Furthermore, it enables surgeons to get a quick access to hemorrhage and facilitates the retrieval of spleen from the abdomen. Compared with laparoscopic splenectomy, hand-assistant laparoscopic splenectomy is associated with a shorter operating time, lower conversion, and less blood loss. It may be superior to laparoscopic splenectomy in setting of massive splenomegaly or those with adhesions from previous surgeries.
In conclusion, we appreciate that Fisichella et al. shared their scrumptious experience in laparoscopic splenectomy. However, the indications for LS should be better defined. We also recommend that hand-assistant LS is superior to laparoscopic splenectomy in setting of complicated spleens, especially to the less experienced surgeons.
